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	Zinsser points out that we use memoirs to document not our whole life but parts of our life.  The memoir is supposed to have a narrow focus on a particular experience that the author has experienced. The writing is supposed to be in form of a narrative and thoroughly factual. It should be realistic and no form of fiction should be involved. It is the realism in the memoir that makes it interesting and worth it (Zinsser, 2015). The writer or author of a memoir is referred to as a memoirist. In a memoir “KILLING A CHICKEN”, Jenifer Fu documents the experience she had with her grandmother. 
            Zinsser has a couple of pieces of advice that are directly related to writing a memoir. Fu has utilized most of the advice in writing her memoir. The first piece of advice is that a person should think small, be unique, and should not an ordinary moment. The moment to be captured in a memoir should have a certain significance (Zinsser, 2015). The memoir ‘killing a chicken’ reminds Fu of a unique moment. It talks of when she was slaughtering a chicken with her grandmother and then the death of the chicken reminded her of the death of her grandfather. It was her first time to witness a chicken being butchered. In as much as the butchery was normal to her grandmother, it was totally horrifying and unnormal to her. Horrifying to the extent that it brought her back the memories of how her grandfather was cremated. She likens the butchery to her grandfather’s cremation. It is evident that the moment was unique and it focused on a specific incident.
            The second advice that Zinsser gives is that, when writing a memoir, one should speak freely. The memoir should contain absolute truth and it should entirely be based on the author’s perspective (Zinsser, 2015). Fu speaks of how her grandmother referred to the chicken seller as a fool when he tried to hike the chicken’s price at the market. She makes humor about herself on how she berated her grandmother for killing a chicken but later, she would enjoy every bit of eating the chicken. It is evident that she is free. 
            The second piece of advice is that a person should use his/her own voice (Zinsser, 2015). On reading the memoir, it is difficult to suggest that it was written according to another person’s perspective. There is a flow of logic and thoughts in the memoir.  The vocabulary is not entirely formal. There are instances in which she directly quotes what her grandmother said in her native language. That contributes in making the memoir realistic. Lastly, Fu has remained consistent in detail from the start to the end. She has documented how the slaughter reminded her every bit of her grandfather’s cremation and send-off rights. 
            Lastly, the author has appealed to the sense of smell, sight, sound, and taste in her memoir. She documents that, when the grandmother was slipping out the chicken’s intestines in the adjacent basket, it sounded like a humming voice. The grandmother removed the intestine so effortlessly that it seemed easy like humming. On smell, she narrates how the intestines smelled of death and something awful. She connects the smell with her grandfather’s death. On taste, she narrates how her grandmother would make a mouth-watering chicken meal for her. She indicates that it was usual for her grandmother to slaughter chickens. Appealing to the senses makes it easy for the reader to understand her perspective in a more elaborate manner. The personal narrative was impactful because it was appealing to the five senses and it was convincing. I don’t think that the author was writing for a particular audience. She was simply letting her thoughts out.  
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